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discuss cyclical unemployment in the machine age. In 1937
the parent body resolved to take as one of its objectives "an
examination of the profound effects of science upon society/'
inviting its colleagues through the world to cooperate "in pro-
moting peace among nations and in intellectual freedom, in
order that science may continue to advance and spread more
abundantly its benefits to all mankind/' The following year a
group led by Karl and Arthur Compton, Urey, Anton J*
Carlson and Franz Boas formed the American Association of
Scientific Workers, an affiliate of the AAAS dedicated to the
application of science to human welfare and the safeguarding
of professional freedom. Both the social consciousness of the
age of the Great Depression and the contrasting spectacle of
Nazi brutality and suppression speeded this development.
Popular interest in the efficacy of applied science was evi-
denced in the winter of 1932-1933 in the short-lived vogue
of Technocracy, a pseudoscientific scheme devised by a Green-
wich Village prophet, Howard Scott, for converting the
nation into an engineers' and technicians' paradise: money,
banks, private enterprise and economic maladjustments
should all bow before a planned economy where no one
worked over four hours daily, everybody enjoyed the same
income and prices reflected the energy units required to pro-
duce any given article. More significant was the surge of
books dealing with the social responsibilities of technology*
Stuart Chase's Men and Machines (1929), Ralph Flanders's
Taming Oat Machines (1931) and Arthur Dahlberg's Jo&s,
Machines, and Capitalism (1932) were followed in the
Roosevelt regime by Harold Rugg's The Great Technology
(1933), William F. Ogburn's Living with Machines (1933)
and Lewis Mumford's Technics and Civilization (1934).
A year later a national survey, conducted by sixty techni-
cians with some federal subsidy, reported that, if the nation's
potential capacity for "the production of honest goods and
services for the consumer" were utilized, the total output
would in predepression dollars average about forty-four hun-

